
 

Decision to Sunset the Approved Prep Provider Program 
 
CFA Institute will end the Approved Prep Provider Program after the November 2021 exam cycle.  We will be 
offering membership and copyright permission renewal for the 2021 exam cycle (1 January 2021–30 November 
2021). The renewal will extend existing membership and copyright permissions agreements, with one change 
to the membership agreement. We will no longer be offering trademark licenses for the use of the APP Program 
logo. However, prep providers that choose to renew their membership will still be listed on our website as 
an Approved Prep Provider and can refer to themselves as such. Members of the Approved Prep Provider 
Program will also continue to have  
 

• Access to the Prep Provider Resource Center  
• Updates regarding the CFA® exams  
• Access to a digital version of the curriculum  
• Access to monthly candidate registration reports  
• A dedicated point of contact through curriculum@cfainstitute.org   
 

We recognize these changes will require significant adjustments on the part of providers, which is why we 
are providing a year of notice before ending the program. The end of the APP Program does not signify the 
end of CFA Institute’s relationships with prep providers but rather an evolution of how CFA Institute and other 
constituents support the candidate experience.   
 
FAQs  
 
Why is CFA Institute ending the APP Program?  
We are ending the APP Program to support other efforts that champion a more 
consistent candidate experience, as well as the modernization of the CFA Program and supporting 
stakeholders in lifelong learning. While we will no longer have a global program, we recognize that prep 
providers are still a part of the candidate experience and we will continue to work with them.  
 
Why is CFA Institute removing the use of the Approved Prep Provider logo?  
We recognize that Approved Prep Providers have used the logo to distinguish themselves from other test 
prep service providers. In the last year of the APP Program, we are transitioning our branding guidelines to 
prepare for when the program ends. We will provide specific guidance to aid in these changes.  
 
Why are you notifying APPs of the end of the program now?  
After a year of significant disruption, we want to respect APPs by giving them sufficient notice of the 
changes. We also hope that this will open the door to conversation with prep providers about how we might 
engage with them individually in the future.  
 
Can prep providers still partner with local societies?  
Yes. We encourage prep providers to contact local societies to discuss opportunities for candidate 
engagement.  
 
How will CFA Institute work with prep providers after the APP Program ends?  
We intend to engage in individual relationships with prep providers. We hope this will allow both parties to 
work towards mutually beneficial goals that enhance the candidate experience. Our relationships with prep 
providers will evolve as we all continue to transition to a computer-based CFA Program.  
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Will prep providers still be able to receive early access to new versions of the curriculum?  
We will evaluate these requests on a case-by-case basis going forward. 
 
Will new prep providers be eligible to join the APP Program in 2021?  
We will not add new prep providers to the APP Program in 2021. However, local societies are free to engage 
with prep providers as wish. 
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